
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES  

DEPARTMENT OF ALASKA 

 

General Orders No. 3                                                                          September 2017 

                                                                                                            2017-2018  Series  

To be read at the next regular meeting. 

 

 

 

1. Commanders / Quartermasters:  Please familiarize yourself with the Department and 

National Membership programs.  These programs highlight the Post requirements for All-State 

and All-American.  You can review these programs on our website at www.alaskavfw.org, 

under the 'Resources' tab.   

 

2. MEMBERSHIP:    It's never too early to achieve 100%!   

Now is the time to begin reaching out to your members and encouraging them to convert to Life 

Membership, Life Legacy Membership, or to simply renew their annual.  Managing your 

membership has never been easier.  Members can perform all of these tasks on their own by 

creating an account at www.vfw.org.  For All-State purposes, membership criteria must be 

reflected on the MEMSTAT page by April 1, 2018, no exceptions.  Review your Membership 

Program for full details.  

 

3. 2017 Western Conference - San Diego, California- November 2 - 5, 2017 

A full packet is available on our website at www.alaskavfw.org  under the  'Conventions' tab. 

 

4. Mid Winter Council of Administration will be hosted by Captain James G. Lee Memorial 

Post 1685, Anchorage, January 12 - 13, 2018.  Additional information will be furnished as it 

becomes available. 

 

5. BONDING REMINDER: Post Commanders shall see that the office of Quartermaster is 

bonded in accordance with Section 703, National Constitution and By-Laws and Manual of 

Procedure.  Previous Quartermaster bonding is invalid as of September 1, 2017.  

Quartermaster Bonding was mailed to each Post Commander.  Contact headquarters to obtain 

new forms if necessary.   

 

6. REMINDER:  The Commander shall ensure that Trustees Report of Audit is properly prepared 

and submitted to Department Headquarters each quarter as required by National By-Laws.  Next 

quarter will end September 30, 2017.  

 

7. Post Adjutants / Quartermasters:  Any changes pertaining to Post Officers (elected and 

appointed), meeting address/date/time, dues, telephone number, etc, require an update to your 

election report.  The Post Quartermaster can do this online, using their OMS account.  If you are 

unfamiliar with this or need assistance, please contact Headquarters.  It is imperative that 

National and State Headquarters have accurate contact information.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

8. Attention:  Post Voice of Democracy & Patriot’s Pen Chairpersons -  Personally contact the 

schools in your area and ask that these programs be placed on their schedule of activities.  See 

the enclosed information and forms for additional details.  Deadline for submissions to the Post 

is October 31, 2017.  Deadline to your Department Chairperson is December 1, 2017,   

NO EXCEPTIONS.  Contact your Chairperson if you have any questions or concerns.  

  

(a) This year’s Voice of Democracy theme is: 

 “America's History: Our Hope for the Future " 

    

 (b) This year’s Patriot’s Pen theme is: 

“America's Gift to my Generation" 

 

 A check sheet was provided in this year's Leadership Manual to assist Posts in 

 submitting a complete and accurate scholarship packet.  Please review this carefully 

 prior to submitting your final packet to the Department Chairman.  Incomplete and/or 

 inaccurate submissions delay the judging process.   

 

All entries should be sent to Department Headquarters at:  500 E. Park Ave., Wasilla, 99654 

 

9. Teacher of the Year - IMPORTANT DEADLINE CHANGES -    

With the new school year approaching, new Teacher of the Year nominations will be made.   

The NEW deadline for POST submissions is October 31, 2017. 

The NEW deadline for entries to be to your Department Chairman is December 1, 2017.   

These new deadlines severely decrease the available time we have to submit a completed 

Teacher of the Year Nomination.  Don't delay - begin gathering your materials and assembling 

your packet as soon as possible!  

 

A check sheet was provided in this year's Leadership Manual to assist Posts in submitting a 

complete and accurate nomination packet.  Please review this carefully prior to submitting your 

final packet to the Department Chairman.  Incomplete and/or inaccurate submissions delay the 

judging process.   

 

All entries should be sent to Department Headquarters at:  500 E. Park Ave., Wasilla, 99654 

 

10. National POW/MIA Recognition Day is September 15, 2017.   Please plan to host 

appropriate ceremonies.  

 

11. Patriots Day:   Per Presidential Proclamation, September 11
th
  is designated as "Patriot Day."  

The President requests the flag of the United States be flown at half-staff (sunrise to sunset) and 

a moment of silence observed in honor of the individuals who lost their lives on that day due to 

terrorist attacks on the United States.   

 

12. Department Officers and Posts: If you have information to forward on your programs or wish 

to make an announcement on an upcoming event; please send to 500 E. Park Avenue, Wasilla, 

AK  99654  by the 20th of the month so that it may be announced in the General Orders.       

 



13. Community Projects Reporting Form:  This form will be included each month in the General 

Orders.  Please complete and return to:  500 E. Park Avenue, Wasilla, AK  99654, by email at 

vfwstatehq@mtaonline.net or by fax at (907) 373-7601.   

 

14.  Reminder:  Buddy Poppy season is in full swing!  Please submit your orders through 

Department Headquarters using the enclosed form.   Please pay close attention to changes in 

the 

form. 

 

15.   LAST ROLL CALL: 

 

 George L. Damian   Post 5559 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OFFICIAL BY THE ORDER OF: 

 

 

 
 

  

Mel Sheppard Dan Garcia 

State Adjutant State Commander 
 

  

 

 

Please utilize the Department website to access additional 

forms and information. 

www.alaskavfw.org 

Address: 500 E. Park Avenue 

 Wasilla, AK  99654 



















Make Your Choice Today
The U.S. Department of the Treasury requires all federal benefit payments be made electronically.

Two easy options offered by the Department of Veterans Affairs and the U.S. Department of the Treasury:

Direct Deposit to a bank or credit union account or 

The Direct Express® Debit MasterCard® card

Option 1

Direct Deposit 

If you don’t have a bank account or prefer a prepaid debit 
card, switch to the Direct Express® card. Your payment will be 
deposited automatically to your  
card account. 

Most services are free. There is no sign-up fee and no monthly 
account fee. Other free services include:

•	 Purchases at retail locations

•	 Cash back with purchases 

•	 One free ATM cash withdrawal in the U.S. with each federal 
deposit to your card account

•	 Optional deposit notification and low balance alerts by phone, 
email or text message

There are fees for a limited number of optional transactions and 
services.  See fee table for details.

The Direct Express® card is

Safe. No risk of lost or stolen checks or cash

Easy. Money is posted on your card account on payment day. No 
waiting for the mail

Convenient. Make purchases and pay bills anywhere Debit 
MasterCard® is accepted. Use your card to get cash at retail 
locations, ATMs, banks and credit unions. No fees for using the 
card to make purchases

Recommended. The Direct Express® card is recommended by 
the U.S. Department of the Treasury

Option 2

Direct Express® Debit MasterCard® card  

Electronic Transfer Account

If you have a bank or credit union account, you can sign up 
for direct deposit. Your benefit payment will be deposited 
automatically to your checking or savings account.

You will need to have your account information on hand when 
you sign up.

Electronic Transfer Account   

If you’d like direct deposit, but don’t 
have a bank account or think you may 

not qualify for one, consider opening an Electronic Transfer 
Account (ETASM

) for direct deposit.  This low-cost account was 
designed by the U.S. Department of the Treasury for people 
who get federal benefit payments. 

Fees and features of an ETASM

 account include:

•	 Fee charges are no more than $3.00 per month

•	 Federal benefit payments are protected  
from garnishment 

•	 Four free withdrawals and four free balance checks are 
allowed each month

•	 You may be able to add other income  
to your account

Visit www.eta-find.gov/eta/ to find a provider near you.

Continued on Back



Standard Free Services

Service Fee

Purchases at U.S. merchant locations FREE

Cash back with purchase FREE

Automatic deposit notification* FREE

Automatic low balance notification* FREE

Web account access FREE

ATM balance inquiry FREE

ATM denial FREE

Customer service calls FREE

Cash from bank tellers FREE

Card replacement (one free per year) FREE

ATM cash withdrawal in the U.S., 
including the District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico 
and U.S. Virgin Islands.  Surcharge by ATM owner 
may apply.

One free withdrawal with each 
deposit to your Direct Express  

card account**

  *	The customer can request this service upon receiving the debit card.
**	For each federal government deposit to your card account, Comerica Bank will waive the fee for one ATM cash withdrawal in the U.S.  The fee waiver earned for that deposit 

expires on the last day of the following month in which the deposit was credited to the card account.

The ONLY Fees You Can Be Charged

Optional Service Fee

ATM cash withdrawals after free trans-actions are 
used in U.S., including the District of Columbia, Guam, 
Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands.  Surcharge by ATM 
owner may apply.

$0.85 for each withdrawal  
(after free transactions are 
used)

Monthly paper statement mailed to you $0.75 each month

Funds transfer to a personal  
U.S. bank account 

$1.50 each time

Card replacement (after one free  
each year) 

$4.00 (after one free  
each year)

Expedited delivery of replacement card $13.50 each time

ATM cash withdrawal outside of U.S. Surcharge by 
ATM owner may apply.

$3.00 plus 3% of amount 
withdrawn

Purchase at merchant locations outside of U.S. 3% of purchase amount

Direct Express®Debit MasterCard® card Fee Table

AS OF JANUARY 22, 2015

The Go Direct®, Direct Express® and ETASM  logos, Go Direct®, Direct Express®, Electronic Transfer Account and ETASM are registered service marks of the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury, Bureau of Fiscal Service (used with permission). The Direct Express® Debit MasterCard® card is issued by Comerica Bank, pursuant 
to a license by MasterCard International Incorporated. MasterCard® and the MasterCard Brand Mark are registered trademarks of MasterCard International 
Incorporated.

Why Electronic Payments?
Safe
No risk of lost or stolen checks.

Reliable
No severe weather delays. 

Easy
No need to cash or deposit a check. 

Fast
Money is accessible upon deposit to 
your account. 

Visit the agent cashier at your local VA 
facility to sign up. You will be asked to 
complete a short form authorizing direct 
deposit to your financial institution  
or to your Direct Express® Debit 
MasterCard® card.

Have questions about direct deposit or 
the Direct Express® card? 
Customer service agents are available to 
help you. Call toll free 877-597-3055  
Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Eastern.

To learn more about both options visit https://www.godirect.org

These payments are not eligible for enrollment online.

Some individuals may qualify for a waiver. To find out if it applies to you, call 877-597-3055



VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF ALASKA 

BUDDY POPPY ORDER FORM 

 

MAIL TO: VFW, Department of Alaska 

  500 E. Park Avenue 

  Wasilla, AK  99654 

 

POST NUMBER ___________________ LOCATION ___________________________ 

 

Please place our order for the following: 

 BUDDY POPPIES @ $120.00 PER THOUSAND = $ 

 TOTAL AMOUNT ORDERED $ 

 AMOUNT INCLUDED WITH ORDER $ 

 BALANCE DUE DEPARTMENT $ 

 DELIVER BY (DATE):  

 

(NOTE: IF YOU PROVIDE A SPECIFIC DATE FOR DELIVERY, NATIONAL WILL ENDEAVOR TO 

MEET THAT DEADLINE.  HOWEVER, PLEASE PLACE YOUR ORDER 8-12 WEEKS PRIOR 

(MINIMUM) TO WHEN YOU NEED YOUR POPPIES 

 

SHIP ABOVE TO:       

 

Name: ___________________________________  Title: _____________________ 

 

Street Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

    Orders will not ship to a PO Box 

City/State/ZIP: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature: _____________________________________  Date: _____________________ 

 

All orders for Buddy Poppies must be submitted through Department Headquarters. 

Please order your poppies a minimum of 8 - 12 weeks prior to when you need them. 



 

                                                        
         Post Number _________ 

 

VFW, Department of Alaska 

Post and Auxiliary 

Community Projects Reporting Form 

 

Reporting Period  _______________ - _______________ 

 

 [Numerical entries only, please] 

 

Programs 

 

Post 

 

Post 

 

Post 

 

 

Auxiliary 

 

 

Auxiliary 

 

 

Auxiliary 
 Proj Hours Dollars Proj Hours Dollars 

Americanism       

Safety       

Youth       

Community 

Service  

      

Hospital, 

Funerals etc. 

      

TOTALS       

 

Program Suggestions 

 

AMERICANISM:    Veterans in the Classroom, Voice of Democracy, Patriots Pen, Proper use and  

    display of the American Flag, Presenting Flags, and Patriotic materials.  

 

SAFETY:    Fire Safety, Hunters Safety, Water Safety, Bicycling Safety and off road Vehicle  

    safety are excellent projects. 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES:  Boy and Girl Scouting, Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps  

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE:  You know the City, Town or Village that you live in. Find out what the Seniors or 

    Elders need, Adopt a Road program, can you volunteer for Meals on Wheels? Can 

    your Post become a resource center for the Community? 

 

GENERAL GUIDELINES:   
  Projects: Actual projects completed (to include donation of VFW Post for functions) 

  Hours: Actual hours spent on community activities 

  Dollars: Actual monies spent/donated plus $0.14 per mile 

 

Return this Completed Form to the Department of Alaska: 

500 E. Park Avenue, Wasilla, AK  99654 

(907) 373-7601, fax 

vfwstatehq@mtaonline.net 

 

 

Signature of Post or Auxiliary Community Activities Chairperson                                    Date 

 

Please keep a copy for your records. 

         



                           CONSOLIDATED COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES REPORT                         2017 - 2018

Post A S Y CS PP VOD BP TOY VMS Post Post Aux Aux Aux Total Total

Hours Dollars Proj Hours Dollars Hours Dollars

1685 0 0 0 0 0 $0.00 0 0 $0.00 0 $0

3629 3 1 5 12 189 $2,768.04 17 160 $143.77 349 $2,912

3836 0 0 0 0 0 $0.00 0 0 $0.00 0 $0

4352 0 0 0 0 0 $0.00 0 0 $0.00 0 $0

5559 2 2 3 3 437 $129.00 0 0 $0.00 437 $129

7056 0 0 0 0 0 $0.00 0 0 $0.00 0 $0

9365 1 1 1 2 X 264 $1,925.00 5 256 $300.00 520 $2,225

9569 0 0 0 0 0 $0.00 0 0 $0.00 0 $0

9785 4.5 0.5 6 15.5 1,131 $4,850.00 4 68 $124.00 1,198 $4,974

9978 0 0 0 0 0 $0.00 0 0 $0.00 0 $0

9981 0 0 0 0 0 $0.00 0 0 $0.00 0 $0

10029 0 0 0 0 0 $0.00 0 0 $0.00 0 $0

10032 5 2 4 6 428 $1,200.00 0 0 $0.00 428 $1,200

10041 57 1 0 9 370 $13,219.94 0 0 $0.00 370 $13,220

10046 1 0 0 0 70 $139.04 0 7 $0.00 77 $139

10221 27 1 0 39 511 $1,456.54 23 395 $325.00 906 $1,782

10252 0 0 0 0 0 $0.00 0 0 $0.00 0 $0

10450 0 0 0 0 X 0 $0.00 0 0 $0.00 0 $0

10682 2 0 0 1 52 $0.00 0 0 $0.00 52 $0

12151 0 0 0 0 0 $0.00 0 0 $0.00 0 $0

TOTALS 103 9 19 88 3,451 $25,687.56 49 886 $892.77 4,336 $26,580

A-Americanism, S-Safety, Y-Youth, CS-Community Service, PP-Patriots Pen, VOD-Voice of Democracy, BP-Buddy Poppy, TOY-Teacher of the Year,

VMS - Veterans & Military Support

"X"- Denotes participation in PP, VOD, BP, TOY and/or VMS

See Leadership Manual for further program details

                                         DEPARTMENT OF ALASKA

                                                                                                               MAY 2017 - APRIL 2018



Alaska
State Post Dst Life New Reinst Cont Total

Adjusted
 Prior Year Percent Div RS City State N/R LM Prior Annual Retention

Alaska 1685 99 0 3 0 6 9 285 3.15% 3 ANCHORAGE AK 0 42 11.90%
Alaska 3629 99 0 1 0 5 6 416 1.44% 2 FAIRBANKS AK 0 60 11.67%
Alaska 3836 99 0 0 0 2 2 158 1.26% 5 TALKEETNA AK 0 14 14.29%
Alaska 4352 99 0 1 0 0 1 288 0.34% 3 KETCHIKAN AK 0 5 0.00%
Alaska 5559 99 0 0 0 0 0 88 0.00% 7 JUNEAU AK 0 8 0.00%
Alaska 7056 99 0 0 0 1 1 225 0.44% 4 KODIAK AK 0 5 0.00%
Alaska 9365 99 0 4 0 1 5 612 0.81% 2 WASILLA AK 0 103 2.91%
Alaska 9569 99 0 0 0 0 0 67 0.00% 9 NOME AK 0 3 33.33%
Alaska 9785 99 0 1 0 6 7 1742 0.40% 1 EAGLE RIVER AK 0 107 13.08%
Alaska 9978 99 0 0 0 0 0 285 0.00% 3 ANCHORAGE AK 0 6 0.00%
Alaska 9981 99 0 0 0 3 3 449 0.66% 2 ANCHORAGE AK 0 30 23.33%
Alaska 10029 99 0 2 0 3 5 426 1.17% 2 NORTH POLE AK 0 31 16.13%
Alaska 10032 99 0 0 0 1 1 28 3.57% 10 CORDOVA AK 0 8 12.50%
Alaska 10041 99 0 0 0 1 1 155 0.64% 5 BETHEL AK 0 12 8.33%
Alaska 10046 99 0 4 0 4 8 248 3.22% 3 SOLDOTNA AK 0 29 13.79%
Alaska 10221 99 0 1 0 4 5 132 3.78% 6 ANCHOR POINT AK 0 20 35.00%
Alaska 10252 99 0 0 0 8 8 455 1.75% 2 MOUNTAIN VIEW AK 0 41 14.63%
Alaska 10450 99 0 0 0 1 1 26 3.84% 10 DELTA JUNCTION AK 0 4 25.00%
Alaska 10682 99 0 2 0 1 3 31 9.67% 10 GLENNALLEN AK 0 5 20.00%
Alaska 12151 99 0 0 0 0 0 39 0.00% 10 CRAIG AK 0 22 0.00%
Alaska 15002 99 0 4 0 11 15 1214 1.23% 1 ANCHORAGE AK 0 %

District Totals 99 0 23 0 58 81 7369 1.09% 0 %
State Totals 0 23 0 58 81 7369 1.09% 0 %
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