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Armed Forces Day  

 

(Greetings) 

 

Since 1949, we have been celebrating the branches of our 

nation’s military on Armed Forces Day. I believe it’s necessary 

to begin this observance with a moment of silence in honor of 

the service men and women who have laid down their lives in 

defense of our nation, and for all the families who loved and 

cherished them, and the weight of their loss.  

 

(Pause) 

 

 From the birth of our nation, it has been clear that our 

nation’s survival falls upon the shoulders of patriots willing to 

put everything on the line for a life free of tyranny. And from the 

beginning, those patriots … the defenders of our great nation 



2 | P a g e  

 

… recognized that only at great cost would the concept of 

liberty and justice become a reality, and only with great 

sacrifice would freedom prevail. 

 

Armed Forces Day provides us with the opportunity to 

express our gratitude to the men and women who do their duty 

to the nation day in and day out. It’s a day to recognize our 

proud soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines and Coast Guardsmen 

who serve in our armed forces and thank them for giving us the 

freedom we enjoy today. 

 

Those of us who have worn America’s uniform understand 

all too well the struggles and sacrifice military service entails, 

and what a great responsibility it is. But from defending our 

country in times of peril to helping on the home front, to be a 

steadfast protector of our great nation is truly the highest 

honor.  
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 As veterans, we’ve seen firsthand the costly price of 

freedom, so it is fitting that we are gathered together today to 

recognize the men and women selflessly serving … standing 

watch on foreign soil, bringing food and medical supplies to 

people in distress, serving as peacekeepers in strife-torn areas 

around the world … heroically standing between America and 

the evil face of terrorism.  

 

 From the Argonne Forest in World War I to the beaches of 

Normandy and the Pacific during World War II, to the cold 

mountains of Korea and the dense jungles of Vietnam, to the 

desert sands of the Persian Gulf and the harsh lands of Iraq, 

Afghanistan and Syria … America’s service members have 

worked tirelessly to unshackle millions of people from the dark 

grip of aggression and cruelty. 

 

 Even right now as I speak, our troops are on foreign soil 

fighting against a ruthless enemy. Deployed to all corners of 
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the Earth, our military forces continue to selflessly leave their 

family and loved ones behind to go wherever and whenever 

needed – without hesitation.  

 

Armed Forces Day provides the perfect opportunity to 

reflect on the freedoms we have today and to think about the 

service and sacrifice of the men and women of America’s 

military who – for more than 240 years – have provided our 

nation with the very security which makes those freedoms 

possible. 

 

Through the years, it has been the powerful force of the 

men and women tenaciously defending and preserving our way 

of life who have defined what it means to be courageous, 

steadfast protectors – and today we thank them for everything 

they do. We are truly privileged to have such heroes among us. 

 

-VFW- 


